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Bird's-eye view of Vauban, 2007.
DB, 20074,

Photo: Projektgruppe Vauban

Vauban is a former military barracks
area in the south of Freiburg, beautifully
situated next to the Schénberg hill coun-
tryside and about 3 km away from the
center of town. An urban planning deve-
lopment project has created a new

district for over 5,000 people here.
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Editorial

When the French military deployment vacated
its Vauban barracks in Freiburg in 1992, the
idea of creating a new city district on the site
inspired urban planning experts and many
people in the city and beyond. The site, only
3 km away from the center of town, offered a
rare opportunity to deal with the housing
shortage, to offer space for commercial areas,
and right from the planning stage onwards to
integrate social and ecological aspects into one
coherent overall concept.

Now, 17 years on, Vauban is largely complete -
just a few more areas remain to be built. The
infrastructure is running, and it would be
impossible to imagine the place without the
tram line, opened in 2006.

It is time for an overview, to take stock, and to
look at how ideas have been turned into reality
and how they have evolved. Did the building
collectives prove to be a success? Does the novel
traffic concept work? How about the interaction
between residents and the City Council?

To document this we have thoroughly revised
and updated the District Brochure of 1999, pub-
lished by the former Forum Vauban e.V., aiming
for a well-rounded portrait of Vauban, including
cultural and social as well as many other new
topics. This is intended to encourage local resi-
dent reflection and to provide comprehensive
information for our many visitors from around
the world.

Since many of our visitors come from France, we
have initially produced this brochure in 2007 in
French as well as German. As a service to the
growing number of Chinese and English-spea-
king visitors and given the fact that Vauban will
be represented at the 2010 Expo in Shanghai, we
have decided to publish this English-Chinese
version as well.

We hope you enjoy browsing this brochure and
discovering our lively, novel and yet entirely
normal neighborhood.

For the Vauban District Association

Bobby Glatz, Giinter Reineke,
Reinhild Schepers, Michael Schubert,
Almut Schuster

YRIGIE / Welcome! ‘



Internet tips:

Photos of all buildings, streets and green spaces in
Vauban can be found in the "Vauban im Bild" Inter-
net archive at:
www.naturconcept-eco.de/services/vauban.html.
Further Information at:
www.stadtteilverein-vauban.de, www.vauban.de,

www.carstensperling.de/english.html, www.dani-

elschoenen.de.
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